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York, he had paid $3 for a large wooden box
to carry his wagon with him to San Fran-
cisco. Keeping the wagon, he sold the box for
$100 to a cobbler who wanted to use it as a
workshop and bedroom.

The enterprising Shloss used that money
to buy stationery, reselling it at a makeshift
stand for a handsome profit. He worked at
night as a fiddler at the El Dorado, a gam-
bling hall at Washington and Kearny, get-
ting an ounce of gold, worth $16, for each
three-hour gig. He soon managed to rent a
tiny store next to the El Dorado for $400,
where he bought trunks from miners eager
to lighten their loads before heading up the
gold fields.

In just two months, he had earned between
$5,000 and $6,000. Then, on Christmas Eve, he
lost it all when a fire in an adjacent hotel
leveled his store.

Destitute, he sailed off to follow another
purported Gold Rush outside Eureka, which
turned out to be a hoax. He survived for four
months on clams and crackers until a schoo-
ner brought him back to San Francisco. He
started two more businesses in 1852 and 1853,
both of which were destroyed by fire. His
brother was killed in a shipwreck after com-
ing out to help him. Nevertheless, Shloss
started another business and soon made
enough money to bring his fiancee to San
Francisco.

Most of the city’s pioneer Jews, the
Rochlins wrote, ‘‘bore the imprint of cen-
turies of European oppression: pogroms, ex-
pulsions, segregations, exploitative taxes
and barred occupations.’’

But in the wide-open West, they ‘‘Ameri-
canized and regionalized with speed, energy
and elan.’’

‘‘Most Jews who responded to the glit-
tering promises of the far western frontier
and rose to its awesome obstacles were in-
trepid, resourceful and individualistic,’’ the
Rochlins write. ‘‘For the most part, they
were also literate, sober and drive to prove
themselves.’’
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that I rise today to join the New Haven
Hispanic community to thank my dear friend,
Tomas Reyes, for his commitment and dedica-
tion to our community. I regret that I am un-
able to join the friends, family, and community
members who will gather this evening at Casa
Otonal’s annual celebration to pay tribute to
Tomas for his many years of service to the
City of New Haven.

An icon in the city for nearly two decades,
Tomas Reyes recently announced his retire-
ment as President of New Haven’s Board of
Aldermen. As Alderman of the 4th Ward,
Tomas spent his 18 year tenure making sure
the City of New Haven was able to meet the
many challenges that have faced our city.
Under his membership and direction of the
Board, programs such as Headstart, Latino
Youth Development, Inc., New Haven Family
Alliance, Youth Fair Chance, and the Hill De-
velopment Corporation were implemented to
meet the changing needs of our residents.
Tomas was an avid and vocal supporter of city
funding for these programs because they pro-

vide much needed services to our city’s need-
iest families.

Tomas once said that he wanted to be ac-
tively involved in politics in order to change his
neighborhood. He challenged himself to meet
a variety of needs, and he succeeded. Tomas
has served the City of New Haven with integ-
rity and has improved the quality of life for
many.

As the only Latino elected to the Board of
Aldermen in 1981, his initial efforts were fo-
cused on strengthening representation of the
Hispanic community and encouraging the
Latino community to become involved in city
politics. His strong character and enthusiasm
have motivated New Haven’s Hispanic com-
munity to be both active and vocal. Tomas
has long been involved with young people in
our community and continues to support many
programs and projects designed to assist the
children of less fortunate families. As co-
founder of Latino Youth Development, Inc., he
created a venue for inner-city kids to develop
the skills necessary to be successful in today’s
technological society.

I am fortunate enough to call Tomas a close
friend not only in the political arena but per-
sonally as well. He has been a long-time col-
league of my mother, Louisa, on the Board of
Aldermen, and a dear friend to us both. His
energy and conviction have been a source of
inspiration—not only to myself but to the entire
community.

It is with great pleasure that I rise today and
join the New Haven Hispanic community to
honor my very good friend, Tomas Reyes for
his many years of dedicated service and his
continued commitment to the improvement of
our community. I know that Tomas and his
wife Norma will continue to make great con-
tributions to our community. I would like to ex-
press my sincerest congratulations and heart-
felt thanks for all that he has given to the resi-
dents of New Haven.
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Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Robert J. McMenemy,
who passed away last week at the age of 59
in Plantation, FL. I am saddened by this tragic
loss: South Florida has lost a truly great com-
munity leader.

For the past 35 years, Bob McMenemy was
a strong presence at labor meetings, political
club events, and civic activities throughout
Broward County, FL. He was a fixture at
Democratic campaign rallies, candidate fund-
raisers, and political dinners, known among
politicians and elected officials as someone
who could quickly motivate others to partici-
pate in the political process. Demonstrating his
large influence on South Florida politics, Bob
was the labor committee chairman and a vice
chairman of the county Democratic Party, as
well as former vice president and president of
the Plantation Democratic Club.

Though very active in politics, Bob was per-
haps best known for his leadership in South
Florida’s union. He was a passionate advocate
for better pay for workers on public projects,

and significantly strengthened the labor move-
ment in Broward County. He was a leader of
the International Union of Operating Engineers
Local 675, representing the workers who
drove construction cranes and other heavy
equipment. Bob also served as the political
action chairman and legislative director before
becoming the union’s president. In honor of
his extraordinary dedication and work, the
Broward AFL–CIO presented Bob with the
‘‘Labor Leader of the Year’’ award. This award
was truly deserved, representing all that Bob
stood for.

It is important to note that Bob McMenemy
did not simply focus all of his attention on po-
litical and labor issues. Throughout the course
of his life, Bob was especially devoted to so-
cial issues as well. He was specifically known
for his involvement in assisting people who
suffered from drug and alcohol addictions. Bob
served as the director of the Broward AFL–
CIO’s member assistance program, chairman
of the Broward Alcohol and Drug Abuse Advi-
sory Board, and a board member of the
House of Hope and Stepping Stones treat-
ment programs. He strongly believed that peo-
ple with drug and alcohol problems deserved
a chance to recover, and he worked tirelessly
to assist them in this important fight.

On a more personal level, Bob McMenemy,
with his deep Irish roots, invested his time in
the Emerald Society, a group that promotes
Irish heritage. He was, in fact, honored by the
society at one of the annual St. Patrick’s Day
breakfasts in Fort Lauderdale. Most impor-
tantly, however, Bob McMenemy was a de-
voted husband, father, and son, who is sur-
vived by his wife, his two daughters, and his
mother. No matter what calling one obeys in
life, I can think of nothing more important than
one’s relationship with their family.

Mr. Speaker, while Bob McMenemy’s pass-
ing is a tremendous loss for the South Florida
community, I can say without hesitation that
his memory lives on through the work of the
many organizations to which he dedicated his
life. We will dearly miss Bob, but for the thou-
sands of lives he touched, we thank and
praise him for his hard work, his leadership,
and his compassion for others.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Shiloh Baptist Church in celebration
of 150 years of service and worship in Cleve-
land.

Shiloh Baptist Church is the first African
American Baptist Church in the city of Cleve-
land. Since its founding in 1849 Shiloh Baptist
Church has developed and maintained a
unique link to the city of Cleveland. During the
time when Cleveland was a small rural com-
munity, a merchant by the name of Michael
Gregory owned a dwelling storefront that be-
came a meeting place for the settlers. It was
there that seeds for the need of a church were
planted and soon after Shiloh Baptist Church
was the magnificent blossom. Through the
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